
A GUIDE TO ENCOURAGING PROPER
DISPOSAL OF DOG WASTE IN PUBLIC SPACES



“It’s too much work to pick up”
Not picking up causes WAY more work. It’s
a significant food source for rodents, luring
mice and rats to feast on undigested food
bits in the waste. It can also cause algae
overgrowth that kills fish and wildlife, while
encouraging growth of invasive plants.  

"It's fertilizer"
In its raw form, dog waste can be toxic to
soil. While wildlife feces can spread seeds
and provide nutrients to an ecosystem, dog
waste introduces foreign nutrients into an
environment from pet food.1

It may carry harmful bacteria like E. Coli,
Salmonella, and Campylobacteria that pose
a significant pollution risk to the
environment.  Up to 50% of dog waste may
contain parasites  like worms, coccidia, or
giardia, which pose serious health risks to
humans and pets.

"It’ll break down on it's own”
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Did you know...
There are an estimated 90 million dogs in the
US? That is equivalent to nearly 8 billion
pounds of dog waste a year!

While some consider it a “low-risk behavior,” dog waste left on the
ground causes damaging effects on people and the environment.
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Whatever you call it, please pick it up.

kinyesi cha mbwa

hundakúkur kutya kaki

crotte de chien

أنبوب الكلب dog poop
USA

Hungary

FranceKenya

Iceland

Morocco

Even people who pick up responsibly don’t like to carry filled waste
bags for long distances and may end up dropping the bag if a
receptacle isn’t found within a short distance.

M a x i m i z e  L o c a t i o n s  o f  R e c e p t a c l e s

Messages focused on courtesy and the fact that no one wants to step in
dog waste were shown to positively affect dog owner behavior in one
study.  Use social media, handouts, public campaigns, and site-based
messaging to remind users that picking up maintains aesthetic appeal
of public areas, is courteous to others, keeps shoes clean, prevents odors,
promotes health, and contributes to reduced environmental pollution.

P r o m o t e  t h e  B e n e f i t s  o f  P i c k  U p  
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A study  in Kirkland, WA, showed that un-scooped poop decreased by
80% as a result of a campaign to show the cumulative effect of dog
waste (yellow flags were placed on every unscooped poo for three weeks
in three parks). Idea: Asking people to sign a pledge form committing to
cleaning up after their pet every time is a gentle but effective way to
establish a commitment to the cause. 

U t i l i z e  O u t r e a c h  a n d  E d u c a t i o n
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Lack of resources (ie. bags or bins) was the number one reason (56% of
respondents) cited for why people don’t pick up waste. Remember,
bags should be thick enough to withstand environmental exposure and
pickup effectively without adding excess materials to the waste stream. 

E n s u r e  W a s t e  B a g  D i s p e n s e r s  a r e  S t o c k e d

4

How to encourage dog waste pick up
and disposal in your public space



www.DOGIPOT.com | 800.364.7681
5340 Young Pine Rd, Suite 8
Orlando, Florida 32829
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